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Introduction

https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com


So you’re interested in getting your motorcycle license? Great! Remember, the 
specic requirements for obtaining a motorcycle license vary by state, however, 
the general process is the same nationwide. 

Acquire your learner’s permit by passing a written test and eye 
exam/Practice

Understanding Your State’s Requirements
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Acquiring Your Motorcycle License

https://www.dmv.org/motorcycle-license.php
https://www.dmv.org/practice-tests/


The formatting for a motorcycle license test is different than it is with a regular 
vehicle. The proctor will observe your ability to handle your motorcycle on a closed
course. -- then, depending on the state, you may be required to allow the proctor to
observe you on a public street, interacting with traffic. If the on-road portion of the 
test is required, you’ll need to provide a follow-car with a driver for the proctor to 
observe you from.

CChoose a motorcycle that you’re comfortable and condent with. The bike you 
test with must have a valid license plate, insurance, and registration along with 
another rider who’s licensed to operate the test bike. Another important note; make
sure you arrive at your test with everything you’re required to bring. You can be 
failed for not bringing what’s required on test day. You can get a list of what you’ll 
need to have from your DMV.

Remember, don’t over-think or ruminate over the stress of this new experience. Just 
rrelax and do your best -- and if you don’t pass your exam on the rst try, that’s ok. 
You can always retake the test.
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https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/motorcycle-safety-tips/
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/state-by-state-guide-to-motorcycle-laws/
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/motorcycle-group-riding-tips/
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/motorcycle-lane-splitting-guidelines/
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/how-to-park-a-motorcycle-on-a-hill/
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/stopping-starting-and-holding-a-motorcycle-on-a-hill/
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/how-to-make-a-tight-u-turn-on-a-motorcycle/
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/motorcycle-hand-signals-chart/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gfZRcuyYkM


Identifying the purpose of your motorcycle

Basic types of motorcycles

The very rst thing that you want to establish is what your initial goals are with a 
motorcycle. What are you planning to use the motorcycle for? Commuting? Off
-roading? Weekend pleasure riding? What appeals to you about the idea of 
motorcycling? For example,if you’re interested in moto-cross, then you are not 
going to be well-suited with a Harley Davidson cruiser model. These are the critical
questions that you’ll want to process before moving forward.

There are many different types of motorcycles and, at rst, it may be a bit difficult
to comprehend all of your options. Even if you have a basic idea of what you’re 
interested in using the motorcycle for, there are many models that will get the job 
done. Here’s a basic breakdown of the different types of bikes.
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The Right Motorcycle 
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• Best for commuting in the city (not
  meant for highway use)   
• Lower seat height 
• Upright neutral riding position with mid- 
  range handlebars
• Ususally contains small front fairing or none 
• En• Engine sizes range from 50 cc to 500 cc
• Great choice for new riders and all- skill levels 
  

 
• Best for commuting in the city (not meant
  for highway use)   
• Lower seat height 
• Upright neutral riding position with mid-
  range handlebars
• • Ususally has no front fairing  
• Engine sizes are 50 cc and under, a hybird 
  powertrain, or 100% electric powered  
• Great choice for new riders and all- skill levels 
  

• All- purpose functionaility with extra storage
  space    
• Average to taller seat height 
• Upright neutral riding position with mid- 
  range handlebars 
• Equipped with medium to large front 
  fai  fairing  
• Engine sizes range from 750 cc to 1,300  cc 
• Ideal for intermediate/advanced riders 
 
  

• Ideal for both on and limited off- road riding    
• Taller seat height 
• Upright neutral riding position with mid - 
  range  handlebars
• Usually contains small front fairing  
• Engine sizes can range from 125 cc to 800 cc 
• • Good for all- skill levels (be sure you can sit
  comfortably with your feet on the ground)
 
 
  

• All- purpose functionality, from 
  touring to commuting
• Average seat height
• Upright neutral riding postition with 
  low to mid -range handlebars
• Usually contains small front fairing or none
• En• Engine sizes range from 125cc to 1,000 cc
• Great choice for new riders and all skill levels  

• Best for commuting and weekend riding 
• Lower seat height
• Learned back riding position with mid- 
  range handlebars
• Usually contains small front fairing or none
• Engine sizes range from 125cc to 1,000 cc
• • Good for all- skill levels 

• Best for track riding, fast riding, or weekend 
  riding 
• Taller seat height
• Forward leaning riding position with low- 
  range handlebars
• Complete fairing with a shorter windscreen 
    to maximize aerodynamics 
• Engine sizes range from 500 cc to 1,300 cc
• Ideal for intermediate/advanced riders due 
  to speed of bike

• Best for extended riding periods   
• Average seat height equipped with wide 
  seats made for comfort
• Upright neutral riding position with mid - 
  range handlebars
• Contains large front fairing to protect the 
    rider from elements 
• Engine sizes range from 1,000 cc to 1,800 cc
• Ideal for intermediate/advanced riders due 
  weight and size

• Best for off- road trail riding    
• Taller seat height to accommodate large 
  suspension travel 
• Upright neutral riding position with mid-
  range handlebars
• Usually contains small front fairing or none 
• En• Engine sizes range from 125 cc to 450 cc 
  (also available as 2-stroke or 4-stroke 
  engines)
• Good for all- skill levels 
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https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/how-to-choose-a-motorcycle-that-fits-your-height-and-size/
http://cycle-ergo.com
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/best-beginner-motorcycles/


Purchasing a Motorcycle 

Understanding your options

There’s a cost-to-benet analysis that you will have to do whenever you consider
buying a motorcycle through an independent seller versus buying one through a 
dealership. Let’s break down some of the benets of each option.

First and foremost, dealerships are generally going to be more expensive than 
purchasing through an independent seller. The extra cost you may encounter by
going through a dealership will often come with a purchase that you can nd more
rreliable, though. Businesses who depend on selling motorcycles for a living are 
going to be concerned with their reputation and ratings, whereas a private seller 
may not be. Dealerships will also tend to have more extensive customer service 
(both during and after the sale). Benets such as warranties, comprehensive 
paperwork, trained service staff, nancing and other accommodations help to 
promote a smooth transaction. 

7



8

https://www.kbb.com
https://www.nadaguides.com
https://www.cycletrader.com
https://motorcycles.autotrader.com
https://sfbay.craigslist.org
https://ee1yyztnth2drnoo1kld0j14-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Used-Motorcycle-Inspection-Checklist.pdf


   • Service history: The service history will allow you to see what’s been done to
  the motorcycle and when in terms of service. It’s generally a good sign when an 
  owner can provide documentation showing the attention given to the bike over the 
  years.

   • VIN/title history: The VIN# is going to allow you to research if the vehicle has
  been wrecked or stolen in the past. The title history will allow you to see how many
  times (and when) the   times (and when) the vehicle has been registered.

      • Owner’s manual: The owner’s manual will have all of the information about 
  the vehicle, it’s features, and when it should be serviced based on mileage. The 
  internet makes nding information about a vehicle and troubleshooting much more  
  accessible nowadays, but having the original owner’s manual can provide very
  useful as you will most certainly eventually need the information it contains.

   • Factory toolkit: A factory toolkit is a small pouch of tools usually kept under 
  the se  the seat of a motorcycle, used for roadside maintenance and emergency repairs. If 
  the bike doesn’t come with it’s own toolkit, you can always order one at a later 
  time. 
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The Right Gear 

Ensuring that you have a quality set of gear to ride with - and that you wear it 
often - is paramount to your well-being as a rider. We've seen too many people 
who have been in seemingly minor motorcycle accidents but have come out with 
significant injuries due to not wearing enough gear. Investing in proper 
equipment is something you will always end up regretting after it's too late, 

and you're paying the price in hospital bills. We advise adopting the "All The 
Gear All The Time" (ATGATT), which we'll cover later on in this guide. In the 
meantime, take a look at our comprehensive content with everything you need to 
know about safety gear below. 

Helmets 

Whether the law requires it or not, you should always wear a helmet. Helmets 
saved an almost 1,800 lives in 2015 -- and an estimated 740 more could have been 
saved if they had decided to use a helmet. The vital necessity that it is to wear a 
helmet has motivated us to assemble a guide on the different things to look for 
when choosing the safest motorcycle helmet, from motorcycle helmet types and 
safety standards to helmet fit and safety features. 

https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/the-safest-motorcycle-helmet-you-can-buy/
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/types-of-motorcycle-helmets/


We've also created a guide that accomodates more for the beginner as well. 

Jackets 

There are a lot of materials available for motorcycle jackets from leather to 
synthetics that offer great protection, style, and function. Leather may look great 
with your rugged cruiser or flashy with your sports model, but a well-designed 
synthetic may suit your long touring motorcycle better over 1,000 miles of open 
road. The jacket should fit comfortably without being too big and bulky, and offer 
the function you need. You can visit this resource to help you make an educated 
decision on your next motorcycle jacket. 

Pants 

Motorcycle pants tend to be overlooked as riding gear because often riders think 
jeans are acceptable enough to get the job done. Motorcycle pants offer protection 
from the environment as well as ventilation and armor in the most beneficial areas. 

Visibility is also a key design feature, whether that's in a bright color design or a 
retro-reflective covering. Just as motorcycle jackets come in different materials and 
styles, motorcycle pants are complementary in that respect. Textile, leather, denim, 
and kevlar are different materials used in pants and they can be used singly or in 
combination with each other depending on what riding style they are made for. 
Take a look at some of our recommended options on pants, check out our guide on 
motorcycle safety gear. 

Boots 

Motorcycle boots are designed with many accommodations for riding and a large 
emphasis on safety that make them unique from your regular pair of boots. 
Some of the features motorcycle boots can come with are built-in ankle 
protection, increased torsional stiffness for reduced flexing, and oil-resistant 
soles for a firm grip on the ground (as well as being stylish footwear!). As with 
the other categories for gear, fulfill your curiosities about boots with our specified 
guide. 

https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/types-of-motorcycle-helmets/
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/how-to-choose-motorcycle-safety-gear/#jacket
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/choosing-the-safest-motorcycle-jacket/
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/how-to-choose-motorcycle-safety-gear/#pants
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/how-to-choose-motorcycle-safety-gear/#pants
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/how-to-choose-motorcycle-safety-gear/#boots
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/how-to-choose-motorcycle-safety-gear/#boots


Gloves 

If you fall on a motorcycle, there's a 99% chance that you're going to utilize your 

hands in an effort to protect yourself from further injury. A rudimentary Google 

search on "road rash hands" will give you all the motivation you need to make sure 

you're always wearing gloves while riding. Quoted from the glove section of our 

safety gear guide, "Among the different styles of gloves available, there are a lot of 
choices to consider. Some want the protection and light weight of a full race glove 

with carbon/ Kevlar knuckles, ventilation, and wrist protection. If that's too much, 

perhaps a touring glove that offers great protection, ventilation, and heating for hot 

and cold riding, and can go everywhere and do anything. If you plan to ride in a 

more urban setting, there are great offerings in a lightweight glove that don't 

extend past your wrist that make it easy to ride with a jacket:' 

There are so many options to choose from. Choose the pair of gloves that will be 
best suited and most accommodating for your individual needs when riding. 

https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/how-to-choose-motorcycle-safety-gear/#gloves
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/how-to-choose-motorcycle-safety-gear/#gloves


Types of coverage  

        Motorcycle Liability Insurance

There are a lot of variables that can affect whether or not your motorcycle insurance 
company will cover you in the event of an accident. Type of motorcycle, age of rider,
the experience of the rider, rider’s riding demographic, driving record, to name a 
few. Beacause of all of these different factors, it’s very difficult to make suggestions 
on which insurance policies would suit an individual best. Let’s get you more 
acclimated to how insurance works and the common types of coverage that 
aare offered so you can make the best-educated decision.
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The Right Insurance

https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/do-you-need-motorcycle-insurance/


   • Collision: If your motorcycle is damaged in an accident, collision coverage
pays for its repair or replacement regardless of who was at fault in causing the 
accident. The cost of collision or comprehensive coverage depends in part on he 
deductible you select. A deductible is the amount of money you must put toward 
the cost of repairsor replacing the motorcycle. Higher deductibles usually lower the 
cost of the policy.
    
     • Comprehensive: If your motorcycle is stolen or is damaged in a non-collision 
incident, such as a tree limb falling on it, comprehensive coverage pays the cost of 
repair or replacement of your motorcycle.

    • Medical Payments: This optional coverage pays your medical expenses for 
injuries you suffer as a result of an accident. Payments are made regardless of who
might have been at fault in causing the accident.

    • Underinsured/Uninsured motorist: Unlike liability insurance that pays the 
claims other people, underinsured and uninsured motorist coverages protect you. 
If you are injured in an accident caused by an uninsured motorist or a motorist
whose insurance coverage is insufficient to pay the damages you incur, uninsured
and underinsured coverages are intended to provide compensation to you.

There are many more types of coverage out there (personal injury protection, trip 
interruption coverage, roadside assistance, etc.) It’s generally a good idea to consult 
with a trusted insurance professional to cover all of your options. 

14

https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/motorcycle-insurance-claim/
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Maintenance 

A good way to approach motorcycle maintenance is with the mindset that you’re
going to inevitably spend time on it, no matter what. You can either spend an hour
in the garage doing upkeep, or you can spend an hour on the side of the road 
waiting for assistance. There’s also a certain sense of empowerment and pride you 
feel every time you get on your bike and know that everything’s just right — and
that you had an impact on that. 

PPerforming maintenance on a motorcycle is generally easier than it is on a car. So, 
what to check and when to check it? Fortunately, the owner’s/service manual 
provided with motorcycles has a list of recommended tasks and a schedule for you
to follow. If you’re diligent with the prescribed upkeep, it’ll go a long way with
preservation.



     Excessive wear on sprocket teeth
   Excessive wear on chain
   Cracks and/or improper tension on the
     belt drive
     Swap out your gear oil (shaft drive)
   Clean and lubricate chain

Final Drive 

     Integrity of the rubber
   Tread depth
   Wheel bearings
   Steering-head bearings

     

Tire / Wheels 
     Leaking Fluids (radiator, oil lter, fork seals)
   Unnecessary rubbing/friction on your bike 
     between parts
   Lenses/Lights issues

Initial Walkthrough 

 Battery 
  Age of battery (if it’s older than 5 
  years, consider a replacement)

Fluids

Filters

Air filter
Fuel filter

Refer to the owner’s manual for uid 
changing schedule
Assuming you’re not hitting your
mileage requirements to change your oil, 
change it once a year
Clear out radiator every two years (liquid 
ccooling)

Controls
 Lube throttle/clutch cables
 Replacing hydraulic clutch fluid 
 (hydraulic clutch)
 Check for the condition of your 
 fasteners (handlebar clamps, triple
 clamps, axle nuts, shift linkage).

     
   Change your uids
 Check your coolant/anti-freeze
 Wash your motorcycle
 Lubricate moving parts
 Protect your leather
  Stabilize your gasoline
 Prepare your engine
 Plug up your exhaust
 Store your battery
 Select a protective environment
 Prevent at spots on your tires

Brakes 
Brake pads
Shoe life (drum brake)
Clean and grease slide pins

Motorcycle Maintenance 
Checklist

Winterization  
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https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/motorcycle-winterization/


It’s inevitable that you will eventually encounter unfavorable weather conditions in
your career riding motorcycles. Riding a motorcycle through rough weather
conditions can be a much bigger deal than it is for a regular vehicle. The two 
main types of weather that pose a threat to riders are rain and wind. In this section
we’ll cover how to prepare and navigate through both.

Rain

18

Navigating Weather

https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/motorcycle-riding-in-the-rain/
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/motorcycle-riding-in-the-rain/
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Wind

Wind can pose a threat coming from any direction. Let’s go over the different
directions of wind and how to combat them below.

 • Crosswind (wind approaching from the side)

Crosswind is arguably the most threatening type of wind as it can shift the 
positioning of your bike easier than headwind and tailwind. You can consider your 
body a saibody a sail, and the more exposed and larger area you have for wind to make 
contact with you, the more inuenced you’ll be by it. One of the best ways to 
combat crosswind is to stick a knee out in the direction the crosswind comes from 
to catch oncoming wind owing around the motorcycle. Initially, one might think 
that slowing down would be the best course of action when dealing with crosswind, 
however that’s actually not the case. To put it simply, gyroscopic force is essentially 
when your motorcycle is traveling at a high enough speed to make it want to 
leleverage itself in a strong position. It’s the same concept as taking your hands off of
your bike while maintaining speed; your bike tends to want to remain 
uncompromised in position. 

 • Headwind (wind approaching from the front)

Headwind is certainly a lot easier to deal with than crosswind. You mainly want to 
minimize headwind by tucking lower and remaining behind your windscreen and  
front fairing as much as possible. Keep your limbs tucked in close to your bike to 
minimiminimize exposure to headwind. Also, be aware that it can slow you down 
signicantly -- if you’re inhibiting traffic because of this then you may want to 
consider another route.

 • Tailwind (wind approaching from the back)

Tailwind is probably the least threatening wind to deal with of the three. Tailwind 
can actually be better for gas mileage -- and because of that, be aware that it will 
increase your speed naturally. Take the same riding approach as you take with 
headwinheadwind, but alsot be cognizant of the possibility that you may need to brake
harder due to momentum from wind.
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Motorcycles are fundamentally more dangerous than cars — statistics show that 
you’re almost twice as likely to get into an accident while riding a motorcycle. 
Having a game plan to follow after an accident is paramount to your well-being as a
rider.

 Dealing with the initial shock and evaluating the situation

When you get into an accident, you’re going to initially deal with some shock. Try 
your best to remain calm throughout and focus on evaluating the scene and 
guring out what the next step is. Are there serious injuries or other emergencies? 
What deserves your immediate attention the most?

Call 911

RReport the accident with as many pertinent details as possible. Help the dispatcher 
help you. 911 will dispatch the appropriate team(s) depending on the details and
severity of the accident.

22

Accidents
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Consult with an attorney

There’s a lot of potential liability with motorcycle accidents. An attorney can observe
the evidence, put together a position that suits and benets you best from a legal 
standpoint.

Three don’t dos 

   • DON’T engage in conversation with the other party. This particularly pertains to 
          giving them information that can eventually be used against you.

   • DON’T submit any information without preparation. Again, this mainly pertains 
     to submitting information to insurance providers, etc.  that could eventually be 
     used against you.

   • DON’T admit fault

Collect information 

Even though the Police will come to document the scene, it’s still vital to collect 
your own evidence. Do your best to create documentation of the following: 

   • Vehicles
 • License plates
 • Injuries
  • Personal information of parties involved and information of assisting law 
     enforcement such as: badge number, report number.
 • Insurance information of parties involved

Contact your insurance provider

Contacting your insurance as soon as you’ve been involved in an accident is best. 
Remember that you can decline to answer questions if you don’t feel comfortable 
or see it as a detriment to you. Wait until consulting with a doctor and/or mechanic
bebefore reporting any damage to you or your vehicle.
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Riding and Safety Protocols

https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/how-to-choose-motorcycle-safety-gear/
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https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/motorcycle-hand-signals-chart/
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https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/motorcycle-lane-splitting-guidelines/
https://www.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com/motorcycle-lane-splitting-guidelines/
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Conclusion 
That wraps up our motorcycle beginner handbook! Hopefully you’re able to get as much 
enjoyment in using this guide as we have in creating it. Be on the lookout for updates as
we’re always intending to improve our resources as time goes on. If you have any 
questions, comments, or suggestions please feel free to leave them in the comments 
section below. We appreciate our readers input and are always open to feedback. Happy
riding.

wwwww.motorcyclelegalfoundation.com



29

Index

A
Accident 10, 13,14, 22, 
23, 24
ATGATT 10, 24

B
Battery 16
Boots 11, 19
BBrakes 16, 19, 20

C
Collision 14
Comprehensive 7, 10, 14
Controls 6,16
Cruiser 5

D
Dealership Dealership 6, 7, 8
Dual Sport 5

E
Ergonomic simulator 6

F
Factory toolkit 9
Filters 16
FFluids 16, 17,19

G
Gear 1, 10, 11, 12,16, 19, 24
Gloves 12, 19

H
Hand signals 3, 25, 26
Helmets 10

I
Independent  Seller 7, 8
Inspection 8
Insurance  1,3, 13, 14, 23

J
Jackets 11,12, 19

LL
Lane Splitting 27
Law 3, 10, 13 23, 27
License 1, , 3, 23, 25

M
Maintenance 1, 9,15, 16
Mopeds 5

OO
Off - Road 5

P
Pants 11,19
Practice 2, 3, 27
Private Seller 8
Permit 2,3

RR
Rain 18, 19, 20

S
Safety 1, 3, 10, 11, 12, 24,
27
Service history  9
Scooters 5
SSport Bike 5

Sport Touring 5
Standard 5

T
Technique 3
Test  2, 3, 25
Tires 16,17, 19, 20
TTouring 5

U
Underinsured 
motorist 14
Uninsured
motorist 14

V
VIN/title hisVIN/title history
9

W
Weather 1, 18, 20
Wind 18, 19, 21
Winterization 16, 17
Wheels 16


	MLF
	bro
	MLF Guidebook
	Binder2
	sddfgdg
	fCover



	btable of contents


	fu1
	fu2
	MLF
	bro
	MLF Guidebook
	Binder2
	sddfgdg
	f3
	f4
	f5
	f6
	f7
	f8
	f9



	10ish
	MLF Guidebook
	Binder2
	sddfgdg
	f11
	f12
	f13
	f14



	15ish


	Motorcycle Maintenance Checklist Final
	MLF
	bro
	17
	18
	19
	20
	MLF Guidebook
	Binder2
	sddfgdg
	f21
	f22
	f23
	24
	f25
	f26
	f27
	f28ish




	ff29




